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Memorandum
To: Chief, Branch of Survey Planning and Preparation (927)
From: Jack Frost, Navigable Waters Specialist

Subject: Summary Report for the Navigability of the Water Bodies within the Yukon-
Kuskokwim Portage in the Lower Kuskokwim Subregion, Alaska

The State of Alaska (State) filed applications, dated March 10, 2006, for recordable disclaimers
of interest for the lands underlying the waterbodies comprising the Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage
(Y-K Portage). The State divided the Y-K Portage into five separate applications, described in a
northwesterly direction from the Kuskokwim River: Mud Creek and Unnamed Lake #1;
Crooked Creek and Johnson River; Kulik Lake and Unnamed Lake #2; Unnamed Lake #3 and
Unnamed Lake #4; and the Talbiksok River to the confluence with Portage Slough of the Yukon
River. The land descriptions and maps for each waterway applied for can be found in the State’s
applications.'

The State’s applications for disclaimers of interest are based on the Equal Footing Doctrine, the
Submerged Lands Act of May 22, 1953, the Alaska Statehood Act, the Submerged Lands Act of
1988, or any other legally cognizable reason. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) may
disclaim federal interest in the submerged lands on any of the grounds that apply. Consideration
is also given to whether or not the State’s application for lands underlying the subject water
bodies meets the regulatory requirements (43 CFR Subpart 1864).

In support of its applications, the State submitted the following documents: a United States
Army, Corps of Engineers’ (Corps) reconnaissance report on the Y-K Portage, dated January 31,
1971;* two BLM memoranda addressing the navigability of certain water bodies on the Y-K

! Michael L. Menge to Henri Bisson, BLM, March 10, 2006, files AA-086376, AA-086377, AA-086378,
AA-086379, AA-086380 (1864), Alaska State Office, BLM records, Anchorage (hereafter BLM records). The
reference documents are also available in these files.

2U.S., Department of the Army, Alaska District, Corps of Engineers, “Reconnaissance Report, Section 107
Investigation, Yukon-Kuskokwim Portage, Alaska, January 31, 1971.”
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